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Strand:  Story                Class level: Third/Fourth class  

Element: The story of me  

Learning outcome: The children will be able to compose and present a personal narrative that 
portrays their self-story and gives them an appreciation for individuality.  

Learning experiences: 

• Explore the genre of autobiography and biography through the study of both genres.  

• Discuss the reasons why autobiographies can be important historical documents.  

• Compose an autobiographical piece.  

• Share their autobiographical piece with their peers.  

Lesson sample 

 

Song: ‘What I Am’  

 

Conversation:  
 
Explore the genres of the biography and the autobiography.  

• What is a biography?  

• What is an autobiography?  

• What are the differences between them? 

• Why are these important stories to read?  

• What can they tell us about our world?  

• How might you record your autobiography? Why?  (Writing, audio 

recording, video etc.)  

 

Activity: Biography activity–the children have 5 minutes to tell their partner as 
much information about themselves as possible to enable them to recount a 
short biography of their life so far. The listener will then recount the biography 
to the class.  
 
 

 

Story: Boy: Tales of Childhood by Roald Dahl (for excerpt see PowerPoint)  

Plot summary: Boy: Tales of Childhood (1984) is the first autobiographical book 
by British writer Roald Dahl. It describes his life from birth until leaving school, 
focusing on living conditions in Britain in the 1920s and 1930s, the public school 
system at the time, and how his childhood experiences led him to writing as a 
career. It ends with his first job, working for Royal Dutch Shell. His autobiography 
continues in the book Going Solo. 
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Resources:   

• PowerPoint presentation  

• Story: Boy: The Story of Childhood  

• Song: ‘What I Am’ 

 

Linkage and integration:  

• SPHE: To begin to understand the concepts of personal, local, national, European and global 
identity.  

• History: To develop a sense of personal, local, national, European and wider identities 
through studying the history and cultural inheritance of local and other communities.  

• Geography: To develop empathy with people from diverse environments and an 
understanding of human interdependence.  

• English: To promote positive attitudes and develop an appreciation of the value of language 
spoken, read and written and to create, foster and maintain the child’s interest in expression 
and communication. 

 

  

  

  
Activity: Quiz– choose the correct genre for each statement (see PowerPoint). 
Children must match the statement to the style of writing; biographical or 
autobiographical.  

 

 
Journal:  The child will compose their own autobiography. This can be a written 
piece, an audio recording or a video recording. The child can share their 
autobiography with their peers if they wish to do so.  

 

Taking stock: 
 

• Are autobiographies useful? Why?  

• Is it important to remember the past?  

• What would happen if nobody recorded their stories?  
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Strand:  Story                Class level: Third/Fourth class  

Element: I am a storyteller  

Learning outcome: The children will be able to compose and share fictional stories that demonstrate 
imagination and creativity.    

Learning experiences: 

• Explore the abilities needed for a person to tell or write a good story; expression, 

confidence, an interesting plot, suspense, memorable characters, etc.  

• Encounter examples of a fictional story.  

• Compose and tell their own short story. 

 

Lesson sample 

 

Conversation:  
 

• Do you enjoy listening to stories?  

• What stories do you enjoy listening to? Why?  

• What makes a story a good story? 

• If you were writing or telling a story how could you make it interesting 

for your readers or listeners? 

• What is the difference between fictional and factual stories?  

• Which genre do you prefer? Why?  

 
 

 

Watch this: YouTube video about the life of Oliver Jeffers: ‘Oliver Jeffers: Picture 
Book Maker’ (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w-8ydwV45no )  

 

Story: ‘Imaginary Fred’ by Eoin Colfer and Oliver Jeffers  

Plot summary:  Sometimes, with a little electricity, or luck, or even magic, an 
imaginary friend might appear when you need one. An imaginary friend like 
Fred. Fred floated like a feather in the wind until a lonely little boy wished for 
him and found a friendship like no other. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w-8ydwV45no
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Conversation:  

• Did you enjoy this story? Why?  

• What makes this a good story? 

• Did the author and the illustrator have to use their imagination? How do 
you know? 

  
Activity: The storymaker game 
Children sit in a circle and create a story. Each child adds one sentence to the 
story and the story must end when it gets to the turn of the last person.  
The teacher begins by making the statement ‘Once upon a time…’ and the story 
continues to be built one sentence at a time until it returns to the teacher who 
says ‘The end’.  

 

 
Song:  ‘Pure Imagination’ from Charlie and the Chocolate Factory  

 

 
Journal: Each child will compose a story and read/tell the story to their peers. 

 

Taking stock: 
 

• Did you enjoy writing your own stories? Why?  

• What are the challenges of writing a good story?  

• What would you do differently next time?  

• If there were no such thing as fictional stories what would the world be 

like?  

 

Project work: In groups, choose a story that has been written and create a drama 
based on the story. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A1GT4OBwayM
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Resources:   

• PowerPoint presentation 

• YouTube video 

• Story: ‘Imaginary Fred’ by Eoin Colfer and Oliver Jeffers  

• Song: ‘Pure Imagination’ 

Linkage and integration:  

• SPHE: To begin to understand the concepts of personal, local, national, European and global 
identity.  

• English: To promote positive attitudes and develop an appreciation of the value of language 
spoken, read and written and to create, foster and maintain the child’s interest in expression 
and communication. 

• Drama: To develop the ability to co-operate with others in solving, out of role, the problems 
that are presented in making the drama. 
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Strand:  Story                Class level: Third/Fourth class  

Element: Stories from Ireland  

Learning outcome: The children will be able to identify stories they have encountered that originate 
in Ireland and to demonstrate an appreciation for the cultural value that these stories hold.   

Learning experiences: 

• Identify and listen to stories that originated in Ireland. 

• Explore the Irish tradition of storytelling in order to understand the history of storytelling in 
Ireland and appreciate the importance of this history as part of our cultural heritage. 
 

Lesson sample 

 

Conversation:  
 
Explore the concept of the storyteller.  

• What is a storyteller?  

• What is the difference between a story writer and a story teller?  

• Do you like listening to stories? Why?  

• What is the difference between reading a story and listening to a story?  

• If you are telling a story, how do you make it interesting for your 

audience? 

 Story: The Irish in Stories–choose from a selection of Irish myths and legends.  

Plot summary: This interactive iBook allows the reader to listen to famous 
storytellers tell the ancient myths and legends of Ireland.  

  
Activity: The memory game  
This game will allow the children to realise the difficulty of remembering very 
long stories and enable them to appreciate the act of storytelling as a complex 
skill.  

• The children sit in a circle and the leader explains that they are all going 
on a shopping trip and everyone needs to remember all the things that 
are bought and the description of the items.  

• The leader begins with the carrier phrase ‘I went shopping and I bought 
a large hat’. The child on the right repeats the carrier phrase and the 
leader’s item, as well as adding their own ‘I went shopping and I bought 
a large hat and a sour apple’. And so on around the group.  

• If a child cannot remember an item, have the child who said it originally 
tell them what it was.  

• Discuss with the children strategies they might use to remember the 
items. These might include checking off the items on your fingers, 
looking at the person who said the item and associating the word with 
them, and repeating the items over in your head.  



  Goodness Me! Goodness You! 
 Lesson Samples  

7 
 

 

Resources:   

• PowerPoint presentation  

• Story: The Irish in Stories by Awakin.com Digital Publishing (online resource)  

• Song: ‘Oró Sé Do Bheatha ‘Bhaile’ 

 

Linkage and integration:  

• History: To learn about the people, events, issues and cultural experiences which have 
helped to shape the local community and the environment. 

• Geography: To learn of and come to value the diversity of peoples, cultures and societies in 
Ireland and throughout the world, acquire an awareness of human interdependence and 
develop empathy with others.  

• English: To promote positive attitudes and develop an appreciation of the value of language 
spoken, read and written and to create, foster and maintain the child’s interest in expression 
and communication. 

 

 

  

  

 

 
Song: ‘Oró Sé Do Bheatha ‘Bhaile’ 
Explore the tradition of Irish song as a medium for storytelling. Often stories 
were put to music in order to make the story easier to remember. This song tells 
the story of Gráinne Mhaol. Ask the children to think of other Irish songs that tell 
us a story.  
 

 

 
Project work: Research their favourite Irish story and present their project to 
their peers.   

 

Taking stock: 
 

• Is storytelling as important today as it was in the past? Why?  

• Can you tell a story alone or do you need an audience?  

• Can you think of ways storytellers might have remembered their stories? 

• What would our world be like without stories?  
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Strand:  Story                Class level: Third/Fourth class  

Element: I am an artist  

Learning outcome: The children will be able to use the medium of poetry, music, art or drama to 
express ideas, thoughts or feelings, depicting meaning through creative performance.   

Learning experiences: 

• Interact with the art of drama as a method of communication.  

• Explore a drama that communicates a message.  

• Create and perform a drama to communicate a message.  

 

Lesson sample 
 

 Conversation:  
 

• Have you ever seen actors on a stage?  

• Did they have a story to tell? What story did they tell?  

• What did they need in order to tell their story?  

• Have you ever done any acting? If so what was it like to be on stage?  

• What is the difference between reading a story and seeing it acted out?  

 

 

Watch this: Read the description of Miss Trunchbull from Roald Dahl’s Matilda 
(see PowerPoint) and then watch a clip of Miss Trunchbull from the film. Ask the 
children to decide which portrayed the character more successfully: the written 
description or the video? Why?  
 

 

Story:  Matilda by Roald Dahl (Chapters 1 and 2)  

Plot summary: Matilda is a brilliant and sensitive child, but her parents think of 
her only as a nuisance. When one day she is attacked by her odious 
headmistress, Miss Trunchbull, Matilda suddenly discovers she has a remarkable 
power with which to avenge herself! 

Read Chapters 1 and 2 to the class and engage in a drama to explore how we can 
express ourselves using the art of drama to portray emotion and communicate a 
message.  
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Activity: Role-play activity based on Chapters 1 and 2 of Matilda by Roald Dahl.  

‘It’s a funny thing about mothers and fathers. Even when their own child is the most 
disgusting little blister… they think that he or she is wonderful.’  

Act out a speech defending your awful child and try to persuade the audience that 
they are wonderful. Think about your movements, tone of voice, facial expression 
and gestures.  

 

 

 

 

Conversation:  

• Did you enjoy this story? Why?  

• What makes this a good story? 

• How did the author and the illustrator use their imagination? How do 
you know? 

  
Activity:  The storymaker game 
Children sit in a circle and create a story. Each child adds one sentence to the 
story and the story must end when it gets to the turn of the last person.  
The teacher begins by making the statement ‘Once upon a time…’ and the story 
continues to be built one sentence at a time until it returns to the teacher who 
says ‘The end’.  

 

 
Song:  ‘When I Grow Up’ from the musical Matilda 
Children can put actions to the song.   

 

 
Activity: The children will play a game of charades. The following website can be 
used to play the game: http://www.playcharades.net/  
 

 

Project work: In groups the children compose a short silent drama based on a 
story, poem or song that they have read and perform it for their peers.  

 Taking stock: 
 

• Do you think a story can be told through drama?  

• Is it difficult to tell a story without using words?  

• How can drama help us to express our feelings and communicate with 

others?  

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fB1CQkHp7mM
http://www.playcharades.net/
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Resources:   

• PowerPoint presentation  

• Story: Matilda by Roald Dahl   

• Song: ‘When I Grow Up’ from the musical Matilda  

• Website: PlayCharades.net  

Linkage and integration:  

• English: To promote positive attitudes and develop an appreciation of the value of language 
spoken, read and written and to create, foster and maintain the child’s interest in expression 
and communication. 

• Drama: To develop the ability to co-operate with others in solving, out of role, the problems 
that are presented in making the drama. 

• Music: To listen to, enjoy and respond to a wide range of music, including various genres 
and styles from different periods, cultures and ethnic groups, both live and recorded. 
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Strand:  Story                Class level:  Fifth/Sixth class  

Element: World stories  

Learning outcome: The children will be able to identify stories from around the world, making 
connections and comparisons between these stories and their own lives, while showing respect for 

the diversity that they encounter.  

Learning experiences: 

• Listen to a selection of stories from around the world.   

• Discuss narratives from around the world and make connections between these narratives 

and their own experiences of the world.  

• Share stories from countries the children’s families have come from or visited in order to 

celebrate the diversity that exists in their school community. 

Lesson sample 
 

 Conversation:  
 

• Have you ever heard a story from another country?  

• Why is it important to listen to stories from other countries?  

• What can we learn from listening to the stories of others?  

• How many countries are there in the world?  

• Do you think that different countries have different stories to tell?  
 
 

 

Watch this: ‘Tour of the World’  

 

Story:  A Time of Waiting: Stories from Around the World by Clare West  

Plot summary: These stories offer many different experiences. Some are 
strange, some are scary, some are sad and some are funny. Bookworms World 
Stories collect stories written in English from around the world. These stories are 
from Australia, Canada, India, Malaysia, Nigeria, Singapore, South Africa, and 
Trinidad. 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pt69t54VrQ4
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Resources:   

• PowerPoint presentation  

• Story: A Time of Waiting: Stories from Around the World by Clare West 

• Songs: ‘I am the Earth’ and ‘Tour of the World’  

Linkage and integration:  

• English: To promote positive attitudes and develop an appreciation of the value of language 
spoken, read and written and to create, foster and maintain the child’s interest in expression 
and communication. 

• Geography: To learn of and come to value the diversity of peoples, cultures and societies in 
Ireland and throughout the world, acquire an awareness of human interdependence and 
develop empathy with others.  

 

  

  

Activity: Children ask their families to tell them a story from their country of 
origin. The children record these stories and recount them to their peers.  

  

 

 
Song: ‘I am the Earth’ 
 
  

 

 
Activity: The countries alphabet game–children form three teams and must 
name a country for each letter of the alphabet. The winners of the game are the 
team that come up with the most countries.  

 

Project work: The children choose a country that they are interested in and 
research a story that comes from that country. They share their research with 
their peers.  

 Taking stock: 
 

• Is it important to hear stories from other countries? Why?  

• What would the world be like if we did not share our stories? Would the 

world be different? How?  

• What have you learned from listening to stories from other countries?  

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TNtmqStVRo0
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Strand:  Story                Class level: Fifth/Sixth class  

Element: The stories of others 

Learning outcome: The children will be able to recall, analyse and compare the narratives they have 
encountered about people who have inspired them and which aided them in broadening their 
knowledge of the world. 

Learning experiences: 

• Explore the story of Nelson Mandela. 

• Discuss people who inspire you.  

• Make connections between the lives of others they encounter in stories and their own lives  
 

Lesson sample  

  
 

 Watch this: ‘Nelson Mandela: Mini Biography’ 
 

 Conversation:  
 

• What does it mean to be inspired? 

• Is there a person who inspires you? Who? And why?  

• How could you inspire others?  

• What would you hope to inspire others to do?  

• Is it important to know the stories of other people? Why?  

 

Story:  Nelson Mandela by Kadir Nelson  

Plot summary: One day when Nelson Mandela was nine years old, his father 
died and he was sent from his village to a school far away from home, to another 
part of South Africa. In Johannesburg, the country's capital, Mandela saw fellow 
Africans who were poor and powerless. He decided then that he would work to 
protect them. When the government began to keep people apart based on the 
colour of their skin, Mandela spoke out against the law and vowed to fight hard 
in order to make his country a place that belonged to all South Africans. Kadir 
Nelson tells the story of Mandela, a global icon, in poignant verse and glorious 
illustrations. It is the story of a young boy's determination to change South Africa 
and of the struggles of a man who eventually became the president of his 
country by believing in equality for people of all colours. Readers will be inspired 
by Mandela's triumph and his lifelong quest to create a more just world. 

 
  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xnJD09cPWD8
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Resources:   

• PowerPoint presentation  

• Story: Nelson Mandela by Kadir Nelson   

• Song: ‘Equality Is Coming Around’   

• Website: BBC–Primary History  

• Character study template  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Conversation:  

• Do you think Nelson Mandela was an inspiring person? Why?  

• Is it important that people know Nelson Mandela’s story? Why? 

• What did you learn from listening to Nelson Mandela’s story?  

 

 
Song: ‘Equality Is Coming Around’  
  

 

 
Activity: Visit the BBC Primary History site for Nelson Mandela and choose from a 
range of videos and activities.  
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/famouspeople/nelson_mandela/ 

 

Project work: Character study. Complete a character study on Nelson Mandela. 
Explore his character traits, his motivations and the message he carried.  

 Taking stock: 
 

• What would the world be like without people who inspire others to 

change?  

• Think of those in your life who inspire you to be better. How do these 

people inspire you?  

• How can you become an inspiration to others? 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e8tJrWzmVLk
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/famouspeople/nelson_mandela/
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Linkage and integration:  

• English: To promote positive attitudes and develop an appreciation of the value of language 
spoken, read and written and to create, foster and maintain the child’s interest in expression 
and communication.  

• Geography: To learn of and come to value the diversity of peoples, cultures and societies in 
Ireland and throughout the world, acquire an awareness of human interdependence and 
develop empathy with others. 

• History: To develop a sense of personal, local, national, European and wider identities 
through studying the history and cultural inheritance of local and other communities.  
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Strand:  Story                Class level: Fifth/Sixth class  

Element: My favourite author  

Learning outcome: The children will be able to identify well known national and international 
authors that they have enjoyed reading and consider what it is about these author’s styles of writing 
that make them enjoyable for the reader.  

Learning experiences: 

•  Identify an author whose work they enjoy reading.  

• Report on the author’s writing history and biography.  

• Discuss some of the author’s work that they enjoyed and determine what they liked about 

the work.  

• Explore the tools and techniques employed by authors to make their writing successful.  

Lesson sample 
 

 Conversation:  
 

• What style of writing do you like to read?  

• Can you name an author whose writing you enjoyed?  

• What made this author’s work enjoyable?   

•  Can you tell us about a story you read by this author?  

 

 

Story:  S is for Story: A Writer’s Alphabet by Esther Hershenhorn  

Plot summary: What is a first draft? What is a narrative? In S is for Story: A 
Writer's Alphabet, author and writing coach Esther Hershenhorn uses the 
alphabet to help explain, explore, and examine the tools, techniques, and 
strategies for those hoping to live the literary life. Writing terms and topics are 
explained using a two-tier format. C is for the character, every story's star, the 
one for whom we cheer, we care and with whom we travel far. Specific genres, 
story elements (setting and plot), and the mechanics of how to write (including 
editing and revision) are covered, while quotes from famous authors provide 
examples of the writer's thought process.  

 

 

Watch this: PowerPoint about how to write a good story. Discuss the qualities of 
a good story.  

 

 

  



  Goodness Me! Goodness You! 
 Lesson Samples  

17 
 

 

 

 

Resources:   

• PowerPoint presentation  

• Story: S is for Story: A Writer’s Alphabet by Esther Hershenhorn 

• YouTube videos  

• Author study template 

Linkage and integration:  

• English: To promote positive attitudes and develop an appreciation of the value of language 
spoken, read and written and to create, foster and maintain the child’s interest in expression 
and communication.  

• English: To develop an awareness of the richness and diversity of reading material available 
and read from a variety of texts of gradually increasing complexity. 

  

 

Watch This: Watch these clips and discuss the questions: Does your favourite 
author write descriptively? Did your favourite author create a clear and 
understandable fictional world? Does your favourite author use humour in their 
writing?  

• How to write descriptively   

• How to build a fictional world  

• How to make your writing funnier 
 

  

 

Project work: My favourite author. The children create a project about their 
favourite author; their work, their biography, interesting facts about them and 
the techniques they use in their writing that appeal to the reader.  

 

Taking stock: 

• Would your life be different if you never read any books?  

• Do you think it is good to read?  

• Do you think it would be difficult to become a famous author?  

• If you were a famous author what would your writing be about?  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RSoRzTtwgP4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZQTQSbjecLg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zNTxSBgDNp4&list=PLJicmE8fK0Eib5y-bh4RVFvg492OIwpg8
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Strand: Story        Class level: Fifth/Sixth class 

Element: Stories that make you think, feel and act  

Learning outcome: The children will be able to identify and recall stories that evoke critical thought, 

emotion and inspire positive action and express the reasons why this story made an impression in 

their life. 

Learning experiences: 

• Read the story ‘Wonder’ by R.J. Palacio and engage in conversation about the story.  

• Discuss how they felt at various points of the story.  

• Consider the impact this story will have on their future interactions with others who may be 

different from themselves.  

 

Lesson sample 

 

 

Story: Wonder by R.J. Palacio  
This novel can be read to the class.  
 
Plot Summary: August Pullman is a 10-year-old living in Manhattan. He has a rare 
medical facial deformity and a cleft palate. Due to numerous surgeries, August 
had been home-schooled by his mother, but his parents decide to enrol him in 
Beecher Prep, a private school, for the start of middle school in the fall. 
 
August visits Beecher with his mother and meets the school director Mr. 
Tushman, along with three students: Jack Will, Julian Albans, and Charlotte Cody. 
Although extremely self-conscious and scared of being around kids his own age, 
August gradually gets used to and even begins to enjoy school.  
 
Throughout the school year, August faces many obstacles, mostly due to 
ringleader Julian encouraging his ‘gang’ to avoid and isolate him.  
 

 Conversation: 
 

• Have you ever felt different?  

• What is it like to feel different?  

• Is it easy to see the world through different people’s eyes?  

• Who was your favourite character? Why?  

• How did the characters change during the book?  

• What were the parts of the book that made you feel 
o sad  
o confused  
o angry  
o happy? 

 
 



  Goodness Me! Goodness You! 
 Lesson Samples  

19 
 

 
 
Watch this:  
R.J. Palacio speaks about Wonder  
 
‘Choose Kind’  

 
  

 
Taking stock:  
 

• What impact did this story have for you? 

• Would this story make you think or act differently in the future?  
 
 
 
 

Resources:  

• Story – Wonder 

• YouTube videos  

Linkage and integration:  

• SPHE: To develop some of the skills and abilities necessary for participating fully in groups 

and in society. 

• English: To organise, clarify, interpret and extend experience through oral language activity 

and writing.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hh5qbE62IyY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4DDBbFdp1kA

