
Facilitating Short-Term Preparation for Teaching and Learning

GMGY Coordinator Training



Aim

Equip GMGY Coordinators with the knowledge and 

tools to facilitate short-term preparation for 

teaching and learning in GMGY in their schools





National Guidance



Guidance for GMGY



How are the documents organised?





Rationale

Why prepare for teaching and 
learning in GMGY?

• Curriculum

• Learning Outcomes

Why prepare for GMGY on a short-
term basis?

• Lessons

• Classroom Environment



What should underpin preparation 
for GMGY?



How do teachers prepare for 
teaching and learning in GMGY?



Invisible Preparation



Visible Preparation



Recorded Preparation



Activity

List examples of invisible, 
visible and recorded 

preparation you have 
engaged in for GMGY 

recently



Go to menti.com and enter the 
following code:

6145 7656

List examples of invisible, 
visible and recorded 
preparation you have 

engaged in for GMGY recently

https://www.mentimeter.com/s/5b90cabe0314702685c423b09d64ab53/0744e1ec71bb


What does short-term preparation 
for GMGY entail?

• preparing for lessons
• a sustained period of teaching and learning

Key Considerations

• What will the children learn? What will be their focus of new 
learning?

• How will I facilitate this new learning? What learning 
experiences will I provide?

• How will the children demonstrate this new learning? How will 
I assess the skills, concepts, values and dispositions they have 
developed?



How do you identify the focus of new 
learning?

• expressed needs and interests of children

• current local, national or international events

• Unplanned learning experiences

• New and interesting resources

• GMGY Learning Outcomes



What Are Learning Outcomes?

• statements in curriculum specifications to describe the skills, 
concepts, values and dispositions students should be able to 
demonstrate after a period of learning. 

• expected learning at the end of each two-year stage

• broad statements which provide flexibility and agency for teachers to 
plan responsively by placing the child at the centre of learning

• Learning outcomes are intended to be developed through a 
combination of explicit teaching and classroom culture



Go to menti.com and enter the 
following code:

6145 7656

https://www.mentimeter.com/s/5b90cabe0314702685c423b09d64ab53/0744e1ec71bb


Using GMGY Learning Outcomes



Suggested Focus of New Learning 



Using GMGY Learning Outcomes



Identify one or more focus of new learning based 
on the underlined aspects of the learning 
outcomes below

Stage 1 > We Are A CNS
Understand the positive contributions that 
friendship and community make in their lives.

Stage 3> Beliefs and Religions
Demonstrate an understanding of and respect for 
the special people who are associated with a range 
of belief traditions and develop an understanding of 
special people in their own lives. 

5 minutes

Breakout Rooms



What are Learning Experiences?

Planned Unplanned



Developing Learning Experiences



Revisit the learning outcomes below. This time 
identify some planned and/or unplanned learning 
experiences which would engage children in the 
focus of new learning you identified. 

5 minutes

Breakout Rooms

Stage 1 > We Are A CNS

Understand the positive contributions that friendship and community make in 
their lives.

Stage 3> Beliefs and Religions

Demonstrate an understanding of and respect for the special people who are 
associated with a range of belief traditions and develop an understanding of 
special people in their own lives. 



How can teachers assess 
children’s learning in GMGY?

Learning outcomes should inform 
assessment of the patrons’ curriculum

conferencing

Observation

Self-Assessment

Questioning

Checklists

Peer Assessment

Teacher Designed Tasks

Portfolios



Assessing Learning



Short-Term Plans

• lesson plan format or weekly, fortnightly or monthly

• no prescribed template 

• one aspect of recorded preparation

• documents the broad direction and focus of new learning

• first and foremost for the teacher

• should be useful, purposeful and practical

• Tentative, dynamic works in progress



Discussion



Timetabling

GMGY should be taught for two hours 
per week (excluding other 
opportunities where GMGY is 
integrated across the curriculum)



Discussion



Megan Whyte
Educational Policy and Development Officer 
Education and Training Boards Ireland,
Piper’s Hill,
Naas,
Co. Kildare.
W91K79

Email: megan.whyte@etbi.ie

Please complete out survey HERE. 

https://survey.alchemer.eu/s3/90382971/New-CNS-Staff-Induction-Survey-2021

