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This support material is part of a suite materials developed to support
GMGY Coordinators and CNS Principals  in leading the Implementation
of Goodness Me, Goodness You! in their school. The material provides
information, reflection activities and templates to scaffold Coordinator
and Principal facilitation of professional learning opportunities for their
staff on whole school preparation for teaching, learning and
assessment in GMGY. Coordinators and Principals should draw from
the various sections within the support material over time to support
their schools’ ongoing professional learning in the patrons’ curriculum. 

Whole School Preparation for Teaching
and Learning in GMGY

Introduction What does Whole School Preparation for GMGY Entail?

Creating a safe and caring learning environment where all
children and their families feel equally valued and respected.
Identifying staff member/s to lead teaching and learning in
GMGY (GMGY Coordinator/s) and facilitating their engagement in
professional learning experiences through the GMGY
Coordinator Network 
Facilitating ongoing professional learning opportunities for all
staff in GMGY
Developing and revising a whole school GMGY curriculum
policy. 
Developing and maintaining a whole school GMGY resource
bank, including a GMGY Library
Preparing and updating whole school GMGY corridor and foyer
displays
Building and maintaining connections and providing support
to parents
Building and maintaining connections between the school and
local community

Whole school preparation for teaching, learning and assessment in
GMGY is an ongoing process which aims to foster a shared
understanding of children’s expected learning journeys, facilitate
continuity in teaching and learning and enhance schools’ capacity to
deliver the curriculum in a responsive, community-focused manner.
It includes collaborative engagement in invisible, visible and recorded
preparation and involves schools:

https://cns.ie/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/The-Learning-Environment-for-GMGY.pdf
https://cns.ie/goodness-me-goodness-you-implementation/
https://cns.ie/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/The-GMGY-Library.pdf
https://cns.ie/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/Supporting-Parents-in-GMGY.pdf
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Why is there a need to prepare for teaching 
and learning in GMGY on a Whole School basis? 
Whole school preparation for GMGY facilitates full and balanced
curriculum coverage as well as progression in teaching, learning and
assessment within and across each of the four stages of the
curriculum. Whole School preparation also supports and informs
long-term and short-term preparation.

What changes would
you like to see in your

own/your school’s
practices in this area?

How does your school
currently approach whole

school preparation for
teaching and learning in

GMGY?

What aspects
of this

approach
would you like
to maintain?

What should underpin whole school preparation
for teaching and learning in GMGY?
 

Whole School Preparation for GMGY

GMGY Curriculum

All whole school preparation for GMGY should be underpinned by an
understanding of both the GMGY curriculum and the school and
local community context. 

School and local
community context

is underpinned by
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Whole School Preparation and the Curriculum
Whole school preparation for GMGY should be informed by the
curriculum and lay the foundations for progression in children’s
learning across each stage, strand and element. With specific regard to
school staff, whole school preparation should involve all teachers and
facilitate opportunities for regular communication and collaboration
within and across each of the four stages. This collaborative and
communicative approach should meaningfully inform preparation for
teaching and learning at class level, where teachers should draw from
the outcomes of whole school preparation as part of their long-term
and short-term preparation for GMGY. Whole school preparation for
GMGY should build on existing practices within the school and
simultaneously facilitate the enhancement of teaching and learning in
the curriculum overtime. 

Important Note!

the four strands feature each year where possible and
should be interwoven rather than taught in consecutive
blocks. In this way, teachers can facilitate a spiral approach to
teaching in learning as well as capitalise on the integrated
nature of strands and elements across the curriculum.

within each strand, each element should be covered to
ensure variety, balance and continuity. The depth of
treatment of each strand may be adjusted to suit each particular
school

learning outcomes are broad statements which describe
children’s expected learning after a period of learning and
should be revisited across each two-year stage.  Re-
engagement with various aspects of learning outcomes
overtime is encouraged to build on the incremental nature of
learning outcomes. 

CNS teachers should always bear the following key principles in
mind when preparing for GMGY on a whole school basis:



In my class, the four strands of GMGY feature each
year where possible and are interwoven rather than
taught in consecutive blocks

In my class, each element is covered to ensure
variety, balance and continuity

We provide children with the opportunity to
reengage with learning outcomes across our stage. 
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Whole School Preparation... How are we doing?

Traffic light your responses to the
questions below using this code: 

Instructions: Independently consider the statements below in relation to your current approach to whole school preparation for teaching and learning
in GMGY. Afterwards, share you response with a partner or small group. 

Activity



Whole School Preparation and the School/
Local Community
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In conjunction with a focus on the curriculum, whole school
preparation for GMGY should be responsive to the school and local
community context. When preparing shared resource banks,
developing and maintaining whole school displays and developing the
whole school GMGY curriculum policy, CNSs should be considerate of
the evolving needs, interests, perspectives and context of the children,
their families and communities. 

In particular, parents play a vital role as partners in education in
GMGY, which recognises them as the primary educators of their child.
This support material uses the term ‘parent’ to refer to the child’s
primary caregivers. These include a father and/or mother, and/or
guardians. For further information on how to engage Parents in
preparation for teaching and learning in GMGY please read
Supporting Parents in GMGY.

Seeking advice from children and their parents when procuring
resources for GMGY 
Liaising with children and their parents to inform the development of
whole school GMGY displays
Involving children, their parents and the local community, where
appropriate, in preparation for and facilitation of celebrations and
events 
Liaising with children and their parents when developing or revising
the Whole School GMGY Policy

As part of our whole school preparation for GMGY, our school responds
to our school/local community by:

1.

2.

3.

4.

https://cns.ie/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/OV_Supporting-Parents-in-GMGY.pdf


Seeking advice from children and their parents when
procuring resources for GMGY (e.g. books, artefacts,
photographs, videos, presentations etc.)

Liaising with children and their parents to inform the
development of whole school GMGY displays 
(e.g. linguistic, cultural, religious/belief,
family/community displays)

Involving children, their parents and the local
community, where appropriate, in preparation for
and facilitation of celebrations and events (e.g.
Welcoming Ceremony, Graduation, religious/belief,
national, cultural etc.)

Liaising with children and their parents when
developing or revising the Whole School GMGY Policy
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Responding to the School and Local Community

Traffic light your responses to the questions
below using this code: As part of our whole school
preparation for GMGY, our school responds to our
school/local community by:

Instructions: Independently consider how responsive your school is to the needs, interests, perspectives and contexts of the school and local
community through your whole school preparation for teaching, learning and assessment in GMGY. Consider the statements independently at first and
then with a partner or small group. 

Activity
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How should schools approach whole school
preparation for GMGY? 
A collaborative approach to whole school preparation is required.
Such collaboration should involve meaningful, regular engagement
between staff, children, Parents and the local community. 

Important Note!

It is important to note that although the GMGY Coordinator plays an
important role in facilitating such collaboration, whole school
preparation for teaching and learning in the patrons’
curriculum should be informed by input from all members of
staff. The In-School Management (ISM) Team, and in particular the
school principal, should work alongside the GMGY Coordinator as
part of the whole school preparation process. Where appropriate,
GMGY Coordinators may form a GMGY Committee of interested
teachers to support, inform and contribute to ongoing
developments in GMGY on a whole school basis.   

How can school Leaders facilitate their school’s
collaborative engagement in whole school
preparation for teaching and learning in GMGY? 

Raise awareness of the CNS ethos and Goodness Me, Goodness
You! amongst all staff.
Promote and facilitate staff engagement in relevant professional
learning opportunities on the CNS Ethos and Goodness Me,
Goodness You!
Facilitate professional learning opportunities for staff on whole
school preparation for GMGY using the information and activities
outlined in this document.
Involve members of the school community including staff, children,
and their parents in the development and maintenance of GMGY
displays.
Liaise with members of the school community including children,
their parents, staff and the local community, where relevant, when
sourcing shared resources for GMGY.
Involve different members of the school community in the
development of a Whole School GMGY Curriculum Policy by:

Collaboratively developing a “GMGY Celebration/Events
Calendar”
Engaging in a “Curriculum Mapping” exercise

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.



What is a “GMGY Celebration and Event Calendar”?
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A “GMGY Celebration and Event Calendar” indicates the local, national
and international events of cultural, religious/belief, linguistic, ethnic or
educational significance. A “Celebrations and Events Calendar” for
GMGY indicates which events will be acknowledged as part of teaching,
learning and assessment in GMGY on an annual, biannual or once-off
basis. A Sample GMGY Celebration and Event Calendar available on
p. 13.

Schools should consult with children and their parents as part of this
development process. In this regard, schools should develop a
systematic approach to gather celebration and event suggestions from
children and parents. For example, parents may be asked to make
suggestions as part of meet the teacher evenings or through a survey.
Parents may also volunteer to support the school in preparing for
celebrations and events through this process.

Important Note!

Participation in celebrations and events through GMGY can be enjoyable
and memorable experiences which provide meaningful opportunities to
engage children in learning outcomes. Such opportunities can contribute to
the vision of GMGY to support children to live their life in an atmosphere of
respect for and appreciation of diversity. To ensure the full realisation of this
vision, Community National Schools should take a considerate and critical
approach when developing a “Celebration and Events Calendar” for GMGY.

Firstly, schools should ensure that GMGY is not taught solely through a
celebratory lens. As such, schools should not overload a “GMGY
Celebrations and Events Calendar”. Instead, opportunities should be
regularly facilitated to affirm the personal and social identities (e.g. gender,
religion/belief, racial identity, ethnic/cultural identity, membership of the
Traveller Community, sexual orientation, family status, disability) of all
members of the school community in a respectful and comprehensive
manner in dialogue with children, parents and members of the local
community, where appropriate.

Secondly, celebrations and events which take place throughout the year
should be equitable in relation to symbolic representation, time spent and
emphasis. It is important to note here that an equitable approach to
celebrations and events would not result in additional time or emphasis
being given to those of majority groups, but rather that schools would plan
to celebrate events for the same amount of time, but in a manner
responsive to each event. This also means that schools would not dedicate
time to “celebrate” events not currently acknowledged by existing members
of the school community, but instead provide opportunities for children to
learn “about” and “from” these events through relevant GMGY lessons.
Furthermore, schools should not feel obliged to celebrate each celebration
on a whole school level. Depending on the wishes of children and parents,
some events may be celebrated at class level. This is especially important to
note for religious, cultural and other minorities within the school who may
feel “spotlighted” through whole school celebrations.



Sample GMGY Celebration and Event Calendar
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What is “Curriculum Mapping”?

opportunities for linkage and integration with other curricular areas
when strands, elements and learning outcomes will be explored
over the course of each stage
aspects of learning outcomes to be explored at a particular point
within a stage 
focus of new learning suggestions to avoid repetition and gaps
within and across each stage

Curriculum Mapping is a collaborative process which involves charting
the strands, elements and learning outcomes of GMGY within and
across each of the four stages. It facilitates continuity and progression
in teaching, learning and assessment in GMGY. Through curriculum
mapping for GMGY, CNSs draw on their understanding of the
curriculum as well as the school/local context to identify: 

1.
2.

3.

4.
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Identifying opportunities for integration/linkage
When engaging in a curriculum
mapping process for GMGY,
schools may benefit from
reviewing their whole school
policies for other curricular
areas with a view to identifying
periods when engagement in a
particular strand, element or
outcome of GMGY might
reinforce learning in another
curricular area or vice versa.

Mapping when strands, elements and outcomes will
be explored over the course of each stage
As previously mentioned, the four strands of GMGY should feature each
year when possible. Furthermore, strands should be interwoven rather
than taught in consecutive blocks. Through a curriculum mapping
exercise, schools might identify the most appropriate and meaningful
opportunities to explore particular strands, elements and learning
outcomes across each stage. For example, exploring My Stories > My
Life and We Are A CNS> Values at the beginning of the school year can
provide great opportunities for children and teachers to get know their
class as well as the values underpinning their school. Additionally,
schools may build on their development of a “Celebration and Event
Calendar” to map when other strands, elements and outcomes might
be explored.  

Mapping which aspects of learning outcomes will be
explored
Although it is recommended that each strand and element feature each
year where possible, curriculum mapping can enable schools to identify
aspects of learning outcomes which may be explored in year 1 or 2 of a
stage. The example below illustrates how a learning outcome for stage
1 (junior and senior infants) might be explored across this two-year
stage. 
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Identifying suggested focuses of new learning
To avoid repetition and gaps, schools may identify suggested focuses of
new learning for some elements. For example, schools may reflect on
the element of “Equality, Rights, and Responsibilities” across each stage
and identify rights which might be explored within each stage to ensure
progression. 

Note: Human Rights Education (HRE) involves learning about human
rights (learning about human rights documents, principles, issues and
debates), learning through human rights (learning through inclusive,
participatory and democratic methods) and learning for human rights
(learning that allows the practice of human rights in daily life). 



Sample Curriculum Map for Stage 1
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When should schools engage in whole school
preparation for teaching and learning in GMGY?
Schools engage in whole school preparation for teaching and learning in
GMGY on an ongoing basis. Procuring shared resources, developing
displays and engaging in professional learning experiences are all part of
the whole school preparation process. That said, it is advised that schools
only start developing their Whole School GMGY Curriculum Policy after
they have implemented each of the four strands of the curriculum. The
experience of facilitating teaching and learning in My Stories, We Are A
CNS, Thinking Time and Beliefs and Religions will enable schools make
informed decisions when engaging curriculum mapping or developing a
GMGY Calendar, for example. 

How often should a whole school GMGY curriculum
policy be reviewed? 

They require reengagement and revision on regular basis to ensure they
are responsive to the needs, interests and context of the school and local
community. In the development of this policy, schools should make
appropriate provision for when this policy will be collaboratively
reviewed.

What format should a whole school GMGY
curriculum policy take?
GMGY provides flexibility and agency to schools and teachers to prepare
for teaching and learning in a manner that is responsive to their context.
As such, there is no prescribed template for a whole school GMGY
curriculum policy. Schools may use or adapt templates from other
curricular areas or develop a specific template for GMGY. That said, a
suggested template is provided on p. 20. This template indicates key
elements which schools are advised to include in GMGY curriculum
policies. 

What should schools facilitating teaching and learning
in multi-grade settings  consider when engaging in
whole school preparation for GMGY?
The guidance previously outlined pertains to both single and multi-grade
settings. That said, CNSs with multi-grade classes will need to make some
additional considerations when preparing for teaching and learning in
GMGY on a whole school basis.

Where possible, children in multi-grade settings should be taught
together for GMGY and teachers should prepare to focus on the same
strands and elements with the entire class. Where all children within a
multi-grade class are working within the same stage (e.g. Stage 4: 5th &
6th class), children will engage with same strand, element and learning
outcome. Instead of being divided into 5th and 6th class sections,
teaching, learning and assessment in GMGY should be divided into
rotating years (A and B), with children engaging with learning outcomes
from year A or B during their first year in the multi-grade setting and the
alternate in their second year. Where a multi-grade class includes
children from two or more stages (e.g. Stage 1: junior and senior infants
and Stage 2: 1st and 2nd class), it is advised teaching, learning and
assessment is divided into two sets of A and B years. 

GMGY is a process curriculum which evolves as Community National
Schools evolve. Similarly, whole school GMGY curriculum policies are live
documents. 13



Activity
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